CHAFTER T



M‘j feiends and T are PCEU-\GJ
kacaoke '80&(5. M(j 5PedaHjj \S
Over - acted | over-sung , exta—
intec pretive - davice - Moves

5emi- Cdbuﬂ"‘f\] - pop-

We g0 to spend hime with
each other, 4o (au%{a at

oucselves, 4, celebrate and
cheer Hhose among US who
ase acthJ %Peak e‘mgaz.

We %0 for Yhe kacaoke Scene.

There are wany AQ{W‘\’ kinds
0(; kayaoke scene, A5 You WELL KNOW.




Somehmes Hhe
Whole OO cheers

foc eue‘r‘S Vu’fvr‘mamg

Somemes the cowd

5 composed of isolated

Voc{s Yhat only look up

when one of “het— own

on Sta ge . Some Himes +here
are stacs whe you waut +o
See X hear aga‘uf). ofen Hhere
are tain Wrecks. Some  ae
bigge 4han ofhers, Ow[n a

Lo be come legemd.




At a cecent kacaoke V\(gh‘\—) Ne saw a

Qroup of  fearlecs dudes, ge-rF up \+o imlar(;er
the ijeu\f\ lje,a‘n \j.w.‘f\s’ Song l/‘/larys.\ A cuvious
choice on Hrelc part, as w“/\ej cleaurfj didn't

know AN tha(ys had never once heard

e Song . As a Zuar*ka{-/ er\ij ead alouwd
-{/'/\P, 1'1“’“66 s ‘H/\FAJ d{'D‘DweA on scmen)
with

Awo(\?an) aV\A not M ,um'som)
between weds.

eéu\jccn 0 ’\701.(.45@5

¢

Boold Yhe ccdorj
fhat brihgg us
back,a(o:ain 8 aga}f\.

T SFeV\c\ a gooc\ deal O\L m
H makinc& vatfps. RE Farf o—F
My job. 's one of My hobbies

This Son @ = this version of-
%f? qug« has be come my
guthem in move WS Yhau one .




MoV\Aaﬂ) Sune =
The )omg las+ week of /\/la3

5 -ﬁnall
T has (oeen G Amjs and

a 4housand years since

T oPeneCl dhyat leter

T am at v\lodé)ma(dng map s,

\/\}Ol\'hn% —&r he c(l'm'c +o  (all
Once and ]Cor“a( TOV)A A

shadow ot clomb‘\') with my diagnosss.

The nurse d’l'ﬁ‘oner
had fold me the Would
Ca,[( Momc(a mocniwg
with wo Cr\h&( pleces
O'Q "h—em‘ma‘f’l'an :

D*{'\& 8eﬂo+jfe_

2) the Vieal “load |



L

Geno e - fne srrzfm)
o¢C Su b+:jPe OG Vi(u_s'
Heeaﬁ'\'fs C vyicus
omes in G dishnct
%0/10(11?&9, with &Mw\'
M‘N\ev\“’ OFHOWS.

°€ NTUS ’Fa("h'c\es Pes D

2=

<

Volume a% jour blood .
load VY\Qtj net

H"’F C wal

0{{40\' how sick ww ace,
but can affect how

| eflective Hreatment is. |

Lm : -
— —

These two data 'Fo'ln‘\’s would
detecmineg how T will e

treated and  how l(kell; the

Yreadment is to o Wock.

Monéaj mocuing  Comes and goes.

N Wa(’r I make W'“Fs-



Ar lfﬁ()Fm) T call 4hem.

Hi, T was su
4o ge% o call Hhis
VﬂO(‘V)fn with 495'{’

Hm. T don% know W
the resutle ace hece Tfr)
but T see ou have o
hone  encouviiex scheduled
foc 3.%0 with Hhe nurse
Pmt‘h'ﬁ’owe(. Just wait.

A ?Mone encowntex

T wasn't Frex/\'owslb iv\-fermeé oF

oc inuiled o the Fhone @mcmmicrj
but T'm glaa\ ‘o e on aud know of

the schedule.

T can wat anothee —wo Nouss .

——




230 comes and goes .
A Hooo, T eall them ag&\n

T ge{/ an Ou‘fgo{mg (6&9(21(‘02.

The Clinic s c,urrenjj 7
e

closed . Ouc houes
Tam - Hpm | Mondaj %m«&lﬁ
Fr(Aaﬁ‘ < o havé a
medical ew&e«rga«nipf g \p{e,aSc
hmg Up and dal 9ll.
0\" Ca“ ous a-g-cr-hours
uwergencts hotline .

T decside T have a

medical emecgency ¢
But not guite ac‘jcm

medical emergency:

e ————

T call Hhe aﬂ&(*hw@
ng,péewc:s ho—%lfne. C Ll N ‘ C
T ceach hold music.

HO\A Music.

Who selects the hold music
Loc the aftec-hours medical
emecgency hetline 7

What do reople with a more
emecgent medica ewmesged
do w%\evx dhey reach AGU-H;,E«;
Emergemcj edical Folline
Hold Music”
Wait,




E\I&WMEQI the hold music le‘t:(cgg

o an a

hotline ou‘f—%o(ng V?.cord‘mg. ~ _
Please lave a

o DD Message and

comeone. will

fetucn youc all

'n outyg amu—gen ﬁ mef_(.LCaj

1z]3)
41s
gl4 T leave &« slobber{ng)
X sobbin 2) eccatc vblcemadl .
HoTLINE l, Possibly T cuwme. L aun

not Inowfng a cht‘c attack
But LT am /os(mg MJ shit,

At H:%0, +he Aflec - howrs
wm,rguncj wmedica\ hotline
retucns \mj call

T lose W &
liHle bif more.

The Clinie wil Ceopeq
at 10! 30 an fovmoarow
md Someone  will

\/\e\’\) 3ou v

T call the re,gu&our Clinic nuwm be
again and leave avcther ]mc(‘ca&(mg(S

eccahc  volcemail. Wih Fossfuj
Ewcr*eas(mz Ti+cl'\ and voluwme . “And

de;ﬁmﬁel:j hecwie/r) heowfng—e,r sobs |

T don't nfend +o. H's hef an act;

T can't beleve T will have 4o toat

anothe— (8 houz o ﬁ‘ncl out
mj Zemo‘fjlve aVch v(raL( /oao(.




Weeks and months laH-@r)

T will Jook back on Yhis \
a a cacefree job-Fu\ Hime 2\3

in which T had 4o wat < LOADING)...

O“{l mece. Weeks foc /L\S gp

ertheal  nfocmation., |

ow

-

P(“aohtca( lj iws‘\“ay\“‘aﬂeoug_ -r N

At 520, to hec cx‘e/A(-\*) the nurse f‘)r“ac:h"h\one(' clls e,
T can't believe she would call back a clearl Lmh(ngcc\

FaHeV\Jv two hourz  affec d@%(\/zg. T AeeF[ aFchEax(e.
this \;)\owe eﬂcow/l‘“‘f- Unhl she ells me a\?\ she kuows.

wrong7. No \r\e‘;??
M not have hepatihs v‘\@

o WA, (614. U‘ou do hot have H)V)j

I am soc )“H”°“8"“ (jObl
tested Fos't ve 'FB\I’ hePad’;'HS C.

CEom)

_
ﬂlﬂa* s Yhe gemh\?ef’, knd vim\m
(Fac Hhose. Yests Yyou need another

blood dcaw. T faxed a Ct{e‘rro\\
letter 4o 1ouw KMo +hig

aftecnoon SO you Can
&e& Qa hapoc\'o[og‘\f;\‘.




A\rig"\'\’.

Majbe T misundecstood eve,rj{h.‘ng %L-ej hed said on Fr‘ic\gj
aoout  having vesulds on Movvo\aj.

Maﬂbe T misundecetood f_vo,r:j’(‘fu‘wé Jc['nij had =aid
about which dests 'H"Eﬂ an.

Mavbe T misunderstood
evij{hing.

o

Patient.

My HMO scheduling e e shil
apen for 30 wmore minutes.

T cll 40 make an aPFoinerew\'
with 4he l’lc‘m-{-o[og\sf

T get hold music. T wait.

(H‘e\lo) HMo. Yow can T hc‘P tfouZL

T'm ca“\'ng to make, an qFFo(rrfmevrf
wWith D Hepa-‘-ofo;g\‘st
ou cant yake a SFeCCQRS'i’ aﬂ:othrVne«\f!
without a refecca.
T have a re@rm\)—ﬂae Clinic. faxed
it 4o you His afternoon.

(We review fues within 3 usiness dags ),

S0..- T can call back on F‘fidaj
+0 make an aEFoknWen+?

Once we review iJf') A will g0 1o
the Medical Review Board. W?y
reyiew i within 5 busihess
daus t0 make a detecmination,
FHapproved , we will call ey
o wake the appointment.




|

tient — noun - 4 pecsen
nceZviwz o fegis-\'\grep\
v recevve medical

tceatment.
&

patiant - apjemfive — akle
{0 accept or tolecate
delays , problems ) o
e:;j‘i'/\ with ot
\oecomtvxz anhojed or

( ANXIOUS.
-/

C N

T cant Hdake the next step.

I cant even make an aﬁaoirrl'MeM’
to take the next S('eF.

T breathe.

T wat.

=@



One +hng 1= hanging oVer me
above A\ else.

Above +he vicus,

Above my K livec.

How did & 8e+ Yhis?
What did T do +o ge‘(' this”
What did T do 4o desexve dhie?

I you can acddenh\lj

acquice a deadly infecHous

disease  without dofng a")\lf of

the i behaviets yo're s(ﬁjased
Yo Awid, fhen ... y

What pact of the wecld s safe?

L \nowe, e Suhr\‘cioﬂ.




In 198\ ; T was loom +wo Mondhs Frema-‘rune.

T Was —h‘n}/ -H'len) % Pounc(s) |7 ounces,
T lived n +4he hospital NiCU {for a while.

Needles 1n wm arms | Jubes in Mj nose. .

Constant WlonH'Or‘ing. Focedures.

ZD\P«ML.
Oujr(pud‘,

Did I reecive a
blood +mns—§\u5fon7

- -

4
L/r

Until 1992, blood donations wece not

Screened \COK he‘DwHﬁS C. In -,Qu;'{') ho

Ohe even knew ‘Hiat hep C existed.

Medicme was Screeﬂfhg blood 7@(— v

eVeon loc-ﬁgre %Pj lpggam fook(‘hg‘f@(‘

heP C. ’Esﬁ‘wg Screenied ﬁf‘ I«ap ALB

in the 19805) out it was Hhe nexd decade

\oafa(‘e— science fracked down Hhe cause Q'F

O what was -f(rg'{— Known as ‘nen-A, non-B l')ef)aﬁﬁs.\\
If T received blood as a newborn...




oo would have been dwrihg Hae
'n{zh—riakj unsceeengd times aF the
-‘iarfj 1980s.



Thece ace only two le
who would Know —fe( c\;:fm
Whether I veceived blood !

My mom) amA
the doctoc who deliveced me

Wai& bock wm 198].

T'm not ready o falk o
le Farew% \kjeJr. Al
conld do i cause woctry,
and T don't yet have any
answers Whatsoevec,

"W What's oing on with me”
No%lnz Muc%. T have hep C.
T have no idea how T gof ft,
T have no idea what my
P\/Ognosis . I have ho idea

what +he Freatment 1s. T J‘Mﬂ'

Maube. Supev— o mildly sick it
a scag (:Y%sﬁter o’l‘swge Hiat
slowl k(\§ GQ. OK)‘HK o
you \octec !

So T start by calling all ovecTeus,



GIL‘UW to get copies of Your medical recocds QA

How 1o Obtain Your Medieal Recocds

[. Stact bj con'hxcﬁng Youc doctoc.

The witeenet reveale 4hat the doctoc who
deliveced me is 80 yearz old and cefired.
T elect net v cadl his home Fhone numbed,
and procede o Slep 2.

7. IF yousr docto— s no /or\gef chh\cihg)
contact +he doctoc who Fuok over theie
peochice. Mo lads here. Mow o Step 3.

3. Contact 4he hesp(’fa\ whece fou here treated .

Mj Birdh Hospital becamie g rehab cendec in fhe
e €0s | Jhen closed COWIPle;‘e[J in the 90

)
H ks a last resoct; condact dhe local
medieal society,

L [==@®

WHIT. Tlease note ' The hospifal whee T was
bon became a place +p <eek draatment
for addichon! To %ir\g‘o ke aleohol !

and TN drugss

T track down Hie weksite for m
Pometown Couady Medical Sodxé—g.
As a last vesoct, T ga%er my S\riero ({.



@ne—\'o\,\m County Med ical Sodeﬂ)d

fello. Tm Iook‘\ng -for He wedia)
fecods fom w bt w1981, The

doctoc who deltvered me s r*eh‘(YA)
and e hospital whee T wos
born is closed. Can You help Wu?'fJ

qOu will need tv condact (oue Agc)—a»jj
ahent,.. . . ]
f t(ﬂ/\& doctoc s \’P;h(ﬁ’c&t.)

- oh. You will need +o
confact the hospital.
{.The ko&yHu\ \S dos@

Thej will Ceopen a%a,‘m

fomocCow HAorm‘n?;. You

can call Yhem +hen.,

No ) Jd/lej ace closed

down. “Fefeved.

Oh. Well, we don't keep
me,d\‘ca,\ (‘e,Cord$.,.YO'l)(

could call (7014( doctor,

This is a mece snapshot
of a conversahon et

continued foc fac too long.

Evendually T heard what
he was gw()"mg‘-

I am no hel

and + wish 1o be.
do nef” e I did more indemet

Searck‘m . 'I W\aﬁ)ec\
OB/&YN %—@c&s in mj
Honetown.



PATIE NT

T couldnt find who had +aken over
my bicdh doctocs Pmohc@ but 'I-Fvumol
2 doctec who had e lee chief OB/Gjﬂ\J
at M3 Birth HosPdu‘ m 4he mid B0s,

T called his offce and [eft 4 Message.
foc the wowian in CLL&UEE/ o'F med ical ecords.

iﬁ T waidked wntil +he next &aj.
\ T called back and lef 4 nessage .

The wnext Aaj, T called bo-c-k

@\ and et o miessage .

The next AAj, T called back

and et 4 message .

5fﬁc ansWeced.

On e H€th da

Oh, ljou\“ need 4o contrct
owr BirH, He Ha,\)swed'fe.

As T mentoned in m Messages,)
my Bicth Hﬂae?Hu\ ¢ closed, Rorever
The doctor at youe office was
once Chief of 08/6)1)\l there,

(0h, we. don't have a j recocds -Fmﬁ
baok ‘H’lw An ‘(ﬂym ouw™
Bicth Hos =z | “were [(ke gwﬂn +o

Thesb -{ermn Hos?d‘acl thea of
Cousse | ~H'|e \e Closed, AWJD —Hw\(‘

records WDLL‘A have Cowr
Hospial | i they sfill-exist, i?fj




I called Count Hospir\a\.

1_

—_—

CI(W\\oeA Wlu\‘HF\e Fb\om’i +‘Fea5.
U\—S%eo\ dhe Medica\ Recode hold Mmusic,

Amon a\\ Jr‘/le, 6buf?r‘\sin8 Newg
Coming my wa 3 His comple

flooced me. T had —\/hab%\rﬁ +
medical recode wece foceer,
Hhat the {o”ovuaé \fpu acound .
Th e/()(ﬁ\jer haunted " oc Helpeci
jou) but alWaj

EV&()+M“ 3) X
go+ a pecson.

=
We. destre
all mcocgé

o\dec than

o exicled. T H4uns oud Hhat medical

recocds are more [ike
cmanient record v <rhool —
have once. had a note

ouC

it md\(j

about™ our 10" grade celention,
but OV'\’ﬂ alwfl‘mg ‘\5& -Hime. U
Were in= Jot : Now) no one

" Yol d‘rd T

: get this 77
Wil have 4o Wt

ares, o n lfle(P \foq 1€7ou cale,

E:[]




Unﬁl Ieven-\um\\ call m Farew\’s.
The,j answer on the first (iné.

mm.

When T was bomm...
and in the hespital...

é do You remember.. .
Did I recewe ”mﬂ7
blood ’t(‘ansfusiows.

Yes... moce than one.
Wh:{’.

wkv‘ w\u\ W‘Mj

@a+‘s Wwon 8}

W0 ng mng W\fmg

I

heed to tell you.
I have hepatitis C.

T+ becomes 4he ficst tHme
I Saj i+ out loud.

De(iv\ﬁ\uelj. With o peciod.

Befoce T fully believed ‘HL)
T had Yo see the map.

How T go+ here .
HOW i‘\" %o’(' "‘D me.

Now T know. T have hep C.
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